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Scaling Mount Everest exposes climbers to
five times more radiation than a NUCLEAR
POWER WORKER experiences in a year

* Scottish radiation expert Bob Kerr scaled Mount Everest in May 2013
« With help from his guide, he recorded radiation levels at its summit

+ Radiation at 29,000ft (8,839m) above sea level comes from cosmic rays

+ Kerr found climbers are exposed to 1milliSievert (mSv) doses of radiation
+ This is five times the average annual exposure in a nuclear power plant

By Victoria Woollaston

PUBLISHED: 13:35 GMT, 5 May 2014 | UPDATED: 14:47 GMT, 5 May 2014

e CEE=E *38

Climbers face an array of risks when scaling Mount Everest - from freezing temperatures
10 altitude sickness - and now a scientist has found one that could leave more lasting
effects.

Scottish radiation expert Bob Kerr climbed the Nepalese mountain and, with help from his
guide, recorded exposure levels at its summit using a Geiger counter.

The 36-year-old found that the high-altitudes expose climbers to an extra ImilliSievert
(mSv) of radiation, which is five times more than the average annual exposure in a
nuclear power plant.

© © Galen Row €
Scottish scientist Bob Kerr scaled Mount Everest, pictured, in May 2013 to record
radiation levels at its summit. The radiation comes from cosmic rays from space
and Kerr found the mountain exposes climbers to ImilliSievert (mSv) of radiation -
five times more than annual exposure in a nuclear power plant
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